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Bare life Necropolitics Utilitarianism
Feminist care 

ethics



“Unknown” and “ineligible” 
subjects and, in turn, 

professionals become “not 
responsible” for their care 
(Waring and Bishop, 2020: 

171)

Political decision making 
has made the system 

precarious and increases in 
funding have not been 

adequate (Simmonds, 2021)



• ‘It is no longer a matter of  bringing death into play in the f ield of  sovereignty, but 

of  distributing the living in the domain of  value and utility’ (Foucault 1978, 144)

• Necropolitics (Mbembe 2003) extends Foucault’s conceptualisation of  biopower 

insuff icient to capture the late modern state’s techno-spatialised capability of  power 

to exert death over the living

• Life and death decisions were based on age as a proxy measure for population 

health, without considering the social implications, human rights and intersecting 

structures of  inequality (Colombo 2021; Travaglia and Robertson 2021)
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Care giving and receiving is fluid and interdependent, not binary dependent or autonomous 
(Tronto 1993)

Care provision must be relational, therapeutic and reciprocal, integrating the care ethic 
characteristics of  attentiveness, responsibility, competence and responsiveness within caring 
networks (Care Collective 2020; Simmonds 2021; Tronto 1993)

Care systems and nuclear family configurations that rely on the exploitation of  women’s’ labour is 
‘unreliable and unjust’ (Care Collective 2020:17)

The pandemic could provide the impetus to renew impetus to design a just and reliable system 
which enables ethical care practice. 
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